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Portfolio Responsibilities 
 
To take the lead on Waste Management/ Recycling and relevant Council Plan measures under 
the environment objectives.  
 
Providing and maintaining parks infrastructure.  
 
To develop and implement a Playground Strategy.  
 
Policies, Plans and Strategies  
 

 Waste Management Strategy  

 Air Quality Strategy and action plan 

 Active Travel Strategy and action plan  
 
Key Areas:  
 

 Waste Management and Recycling  

 Street scene  

 Community micro energy schemes  

 Carbon/ Greenhouse gas Reduction  

 Green agenda – Low carbon reduction 

 Public realm (Parks and open spaces, including cemeteries) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Waste Management and Street Scene  

Litter Bin Technology 

The Council is trialing sensors bins that measure the fill level of the bin and collate usage data. 

This trial is on-going and has already resulted in a 75% reduction in the number of bin empties 

required on the first round. The Street Cleansing Service has now installed sensors in bins 

located in Burneside and Staveley to extend the trial area. These will require approximately 2 to 

3 months monitoring period to identify any issues that may arise; technical issues, continuity of 

connectivity etc. They will then start to collect emptying data based on a continuation of the 

existing emptying frequency; which is expected to take a further 3 months. 

In-Cab Technology 

The Waste Management Service is working on the procurement of in-cab technology for waste 

and recycling collection vehicles that will help deliver improvements to customer service and 

offer opportunities for service efficiencies. The team is also working on Service Re-design in 

conjunction with the Customer Connect team. A User Group of operational staff has also been 

established. 

Royal British Legion Project 

The Street Scene service was proud to work with the Royal British Legion to use SLDC vehicles 

to remember and thank the people who served their country and their sacrifices. The Council’s 

social media feeds to further raise awareness of this project were viewed over 14,000 times. 

Posts were shared across other users and platforms further raising awareness. 

Right 2 Work Contract 

The Council has a bulky waste service for the collection of furniture and domestic appliances; 

which is provided under contract by Right 2 Work. It was recently recognised by the Association 

for Public Service Excellence and short-listed in the Innovation category of their annual service 

awards and has also been short-listed in the Local Government Chronicle (LGC) Awards for 

Best Service Model. The awards ceremony for the LGC Awards are held in London in March. 

National Consultations by the Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 

The Council is participating in four consultations being undertaken by DEFRA. 

These are: 

 Consultation on introducing a Deposit Return Scheme in England, Wales and Northern 

Ireland. 

 Consultation on Consistency in Household and Business Recycling Collections in 

England 

 Consultation on Reforming the UK Packaging Producer Responsibility System 

 Plastic Packaging Tax Consultation 

 

 

 



Carbon/ Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Green Agenda  

Throughout 2018/19 the Council has been working hard to implement actions to mitigate against 

climate change.  

In 2018 Cabinet members held drop in sessions across the district and invited members of the 

public to attend; to listen and gain a better understanding of their views and concerns relating to 

impact of climate change whilst offering an opportunity to suggest actions for the Council to 

consider implementing, where possible. From these informative sessions, an action plan was 

introduced which the ‘Green Team’ has been leading on.  

The Council reestablished this group to provide leadership in informing, influencing and 

implementing the actions to address and reduce the impacts of climate change.  

The Council’s Climate Change policy was approved at Council on 26 February and forms part of 

the Council policy framework. This policy recognises the importance of Climate Change and 

sets outs the Council’s commitment to introducing mitigating actions. Now approved, the 

Council will work to achieve the commitments set out in the policy such as encouraging all 

sectors in our local community to take the opportunity to adapt to the impacts of climate change 

by reducing their own greenhouse gas emissions, as well as participating in local and regional 

networks for support.  

A Council motion was unanimously passed on 26th February, affirming the council’s 

commitment. Council is committed to reducing its carbon emissions and continues to look at all 

areas of policy and delivery.  

Following the recommendations received from Defra on the Council’s Air Quality Status Report, 

the Council has been continuing to undertake further reviews on our monitoring strategy as 

many sites in operation had very low nitrogen dioxide concentrations. The Council will continue 

to offer reduced price parking permits for cleaner vehicles, undertake promotional activities to 

reducing idling and promote cycle ways throughout the district, especially to schools.  

In November 2018 the Council began supporting a free service to support residents save money 

and reduce their energy usage. The Local Energy Advice Partnership (LEAP) scheme has been 

offering energy saving advice for residents across South Lakeland and is designed to offer 

support to avoid fuel poverty.  

Caf’s have undertaken an Energy Efficiency and Renewable options appraisal which reports on 

the energy efficiency of Council owned buildings. This report will support the Council in making 

energy efficient changes to council owned assets and DEC certificates are currently in the 

progress of being completed where necessary.  

A drop in style, small business event, was held on 15th March at Mintworks which was free for 

local businesses to attend and receive environmental advice. This event was undertaken in 

partnership with Bentley-Brown Associates and the University of Cumbria’s Eco-Innovation 

project. Businesses had the opportunity to hear from other small businesses who have already 

led by example in this area. A handout of ‘green top tips’ was available as well as the 

opportunity of practical help for businesses in producing environmental management strategies 

and being certified for their green credentials which have very real benefits to them. 

 



 

Public realm 

Throughout 2018/19 the Council has worked in close partnership with Continental Landscapes 

to deliver high quality grounds maintenance and support to community groups across the 

district.  

A leading success in 2018 saw the re-opening of Nobles Rest Park by the Lord Lieutenant of 

Cumbria following the completion of the phase one works. The formal opening event welcomed 

families and residents to enjoy picnics and entertainment. The phase one works included the 

installation of new drainage and pathways throughout the park. The Council has been working 

in partnership with Friends of Nobles Rest, Kendal Town Council and Kendal Civic Society to 

raise funds and support the works being undertaken.  

Since the formal opening of the park, the Friends of Nobles Rest group have held three 

volunteer days in the park and fund raising for phase 2 works is continuing. Four new benches 

have been installed following a successful grant from the Peoples Postcode Lottery. Further 

works are ongoing including the installation of bird nesting boxes in Swine Parrock and finalising 

the planting scheme for the central flower beds.  

The phase one works for the Millerground Enhancement Project has now been completed and 

includes the installation of new drainage and pathways. The Council is supporting the 

Millerground Enhancement Group to source funding from the Big Lottery Grant for phase 2 

works which will install a pathway to the lake shore. These works to commence the installation 

of a new play area will begin in March 2019.  

In June 2018 the Multi Use Game Area was successfully installed at Lightburn Park, and is well 

used. Following the successful LIP grant application, works to improve the upper tennis courts 

have also been completed.  

The Council has supported the community group in securing funding from Walney Wind Farm, 

Sir John Barrow Trust, and Wren towards the refurbishment of the playground. In January 2019 

the project secured £10,000 of funding towards the project.  

 


